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afio se puso en funcionamiento la pagina http:tierra//r ediris.es/Cuater narioyGeomorfologia

oficial de Cuaternario y G.eqmorfo.log'a En enero de 2004 se puso en funcionamiento la
Como ya seinformo, esta sustituira alasinfor-

maciones contenidas en |as respectivas webs de e

AEQUA y SEG. Desde finales de enero ya se a ella desde |a_pé.gina principal de Tiera Yy
puede acceder a ella desde la pagina principal ~ desdelosrespectivos enlaces deAEQUAY SEG.

de Tierraen redirisy durante febrero se actuali-

zaron los enlaces con las paginas de AEQUA y

SEG. Lafuncién principal de nuestraincursion en lared es variada. El primer objetivo es aumentar en la
medida de lo posible € grado de difusion de larevista, cuyo resultado debe redundar en la cartera de arti-
culos para publicar y en definitiva en una mejora cuantitativay cualitativa de nuestros productos editoria-
les. De momento, todos los articul os publicados en larevista desde 1998 han salido de los armarios de nues-
tros despachos y estan a disposicién de todo € mundo en lared. Ahorafataabrir los canalesy enlaces apro-
piados con |as bases de datos y buscadores mas convenientes. Posteriormente se estudiara la posibilidad de
generar un acceso tipo “backfiles’ paraincluir en €l articulos seleccionados anteriores a 1998. Por Ultimo,
dentro de este aspecto, tan solo comentar que los articul os correspondientes al afio 2000 (Vol 14) todaviano
estén disponibles por un fallo de los ficheros pdf que contiene.

I a segunda semana de enero del presente

El segundo objetivo esfomentar un lugar de encuentro, parala blsqueda de informacién acercadelascien-
cias del Cuaternario y de la Geomorfologia dentro del &mbito de la comunidad cientifica hispanohablante,
de momento ibérica. Sinceramente creemos que esto tendrd lugar paulatina, pero irremisiblemente en un
periodo de tiempo razonable. El tercer objetivo, es més técnico que
cientifico, ya que queremos que la pagina web sea € punto de refe-
rencia 'y de consulta para todo lo relacionado con la elaboracion y
edicién de articulos. En gran medida, la paginahasido disefiada para

En ella ya estdn a disposi -
cion de todo € mundo en

formato pdf, todoslosarticu - esta funcién, ya que desde la barra de la pagina principal, se puede
los publicados desde 1998  facilmente acceder a las normas de publicacién (en castellano y en
(Vol. 12 3-4). inglés), a una guia detallada del formato de citas bibliogréficas, pro-

cedimientos de envios de manuscritos y material informatico, nor-
. mas para la elaboracidn de noticias para los prologos. Ademés se ha
colgan,do progr.eswamente insertado informacidn general de larevista y datos del eguipo edito-
después de un tiempo razo - iy También desde la barra se puede acceder alosvolimenes publi-
nable desde la aparicion  cadosy desde ellos alos articulos pdf desde 1998. Fuera de la barra
impresa del volumen en  deacceso se han habilitado enlaces directos a los ficheros pdf de los
cuestion. articulos, asi como una seccion de noticias en la que aparecerén las
noticias publicadas en los prologos del Ultimo nimero publicado.

Los nuevos articulos se iran




Por dltimo no querriamos acabar esta nota informativa sin dar €l debido agradecimiento ha todas las per-
sonas que han colaborado en que la pagina sea ya una realidad. En primer lugar a Maria Angeles Casas
Planes (CSIC, Madrid), que es quien a disefiado y a dado vida alaweb, y que desde ahora se incorpora a
equipo editorial en calidad de Administradora de la pagina. También Gloria Desir (Manager editorial) y
Javier Lario (Responsable de la Web de AEQUA) han colaborado en distintos aspectos. Por Ultimo, mos-
trar nuestro mas sincero agradecimiento a Carlos Fuentes Bermejo (Administrador RedIRIS), Luis Somoza
y Jeslis Martinez Frias (Administradores de la seccion Tierra) que nos han facilitado nuestro ingreso en el
espacio informético de las ciencias de la tierra de la Spanish Academic & Research Network. Recordad
estamos en http://tierrarediris.es/CuaternarioyGeomorfologia. El equipo editorial de la revista ha hecho
parte del trabajo, ahora el que queda es cuestion de todos.
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n este volumen se recoge las principa
les bases metodol égicas para la reco- En este volumen se recogen las principales

ilaciony andlisis de datosencamina-  pases metodoldgicas para la recopilacion y
dos a la reconstruccion de inundaciones del andlisis de |os datos necesarios para la recons -
pasado. La rrzjetodol Ogéla (;r@c”ta Sesh;‘Hpéﬁsé truccion de inundaciones del pasado. La meto -
E‘é{;eﬁgi PZ”;;%ﬂOO g an()cl)/eHC;[;)toriC N de | dologiadescrita seha puesto a punto dentro del

' Proyecto SPHERE financiado por la Union

for the improvEment of flood Risk ali Gif fl
Estimation), financiado por la Union Europea. Se analizan diferentes cuencas flu -

Europea, con casos de estudio en cuencas ~ Vidlésen Espafiay Francia.

fluviales de Espafia (Ter, Llobregat y Segre)

y de Francia (Ardeche y Gardén). La Guiase

encuentra dividida en once capitulos, con una participacion de 27 autores. En € capitulo de introduccion
se realiza una sintesis de la metodol ogia seguida dentro del proyecto SPHERE, asi como de las principa-
les aportaciones de la utilizacion de las crecidas del pasado en la estimacion de riesgos hidrolégicos. En el
capitulo segundo se aborda la metodol ogia utilizada en la reconstruccién de las paleocrecidas, basadas en
la utilizacion de criterios geomorfol 6gicos y sedimentol 6gicos, que permiten la discriminacion de eventos,
datacion e identificacién del nivel minimo alcanzado por €l agua durante estas crecidas. La metodologia
paralarecogida de datos de crecidas del pasado se completa con €l capitul o tercero donde se describen los
procedimientos seguidos en la consulta de documentos histéricos en archivos. En este capitulo se descri-
ben los principales problemas metodol égicos que se plantean en diferentes periodos histéricos. Los capi-
tulos cuarto y quinto se centran en las metodologias existentes para la estimacién de caudales a partir de
los niveles alcanzados por las avenidas, y en € tratamiento estadistico de estos datos del pasado (no siste-



méticos). Dentro del proyecto SPHERE se ha desarrollado nuevo software (FRESH), descrito en el capi-

tulo seis, que permite la entrada de datos y €l andlisis estadistico de informacion no sistemética, asi su ané-

lisis y representacion para la estimacion de los periodos de retorno de las crecidas. Los riesgos hidrol 6gi-

cos no se pueden entender sin abordar su contexto meteorol dgico actual (capitulo siete) y de las condicio-

nes climéticas del pasado (capitulo ocho). Parala organizacion y consulta de datos se han desarrollado dos
tipos de bases de datos que se describen en los capitulos nueve y diez. La primera se ha desarrollado para
servir de herramienta de consulta a través de la WEB, tanto para especiaistas como para el publico en
general, mientras que la segunda ha desarrollado herramienta de andlisis tanto espacial como temporal

mediante un Sistema de Informacion Geogréfica. En € capitulo once, se enumeran las principales conclu-

siones del proyecto SPHERE asi como sus implicaciones socio-econémicas.

“Geologia Practica: Introduccion al

Geologia Practica .o i L.
Reconocimiento de Materialesy Analisis
" de Mapas’

Autores: Manuel Pozo, Javier Yelamos y Jorge Giner
ISBN-84-205-3908-2. 353 pp.
wmammie  P€Arson-Prentice Hall

Javier Gonzéle Vélamos

g e Rkes Pearson Educacion S.A., 2004

Pablo G. Silva
Dpto. Geologia Universidad de Salamanca

sta nueva obra constituye un excelente
E:;nanual de précticas en estudios de Ciencias ~ Esta nueva publicacion, enriquece la literatu -
e La Tierra. El libro abarca un amplio ra geoldgica en lengua castellana con € lan -
espectro de précticas de geologia del que, por su zamiento de un excdlente manual de précticas
nimero y caracteristicas, no hay referente similar de estilo anglosajon. Abarca todos 0s campos

en lengua castellana. El libro propone 24 diferen- basicos del loai el
tes précticas subdivididas cada una de ellas en dis- |siCos dela geoioglaly, priopone excelentes

tintos gjercicios de diferente grado de dificultad. gerciciosdeiniciacion ala cartografia geol6 -

El libro se no solo se encuentra dirigido a estudian- LI, EETTEET ERDe A A Y PRz )es

tes de geologia e ingenieria geol dgica, sino que pre-

senta los requisitos basicos para congtituir un excelente manual de précticas paralas asignaturas generales de
geologiay geomorfologia que se cursan en multitud de ingenierias, o licenciaturas tales como por gjemplo
Geografiafisica, Ciencias ambientales, Cienciasdel Mar o Ecologia. Lacalidad de los gréficos es excelentey
su lectura va complementada con numerosas tablas en las que se sintetizan muchos de | os conceptos bésicos,
caracterigticas, etc. de los mineraes, rocasy formas del terreno que tratan las précticas. Ademas d libro viene
complementado con 32 péginas atodo color que ilustran diferentes aspectos, tanto de visu como a microscopio
delas especies mineralesy tipos de rocas mas caracteristicos. Asi mismo € libro contiene numerosas reproduc-
ciones de mapas topograficos y pares estereoscopicos. Todas estas practicas se han subdividido en tres bloques
teméticos que abordan € reconocimiento y andlisis de mineraesy rocas (Bloguel), € andisisdelasformas del
relieve en mapas topogréficos (Blogque I1) y por dltimo lainterpretacion y elaboracion de Mapasy cortes geo-
[6gicos (Bloque 11). Cada uno de estos bloques teméti cos comienza con unaintroduccién que permite d lector
adquirir las conocimientos basicos y nociones necesarias parala realizacion de |as précticas que se proponen.



El Bloque | (8 préacticas) aborda los métodos tradicionales de reconocimiento de “visu” de minerales y
rocas, pero también incorpora practicas especificas de microscopia éptica para la indentificacion de mine-
ralesy andlisis petrografico basico de rocas sedimentarias, metamorficas e igneas. Asi mismo dedica una
préctica alaidentificacion de minerales mediante difraccion de rayos X. El Bloque |1 (9 practicas) consti-
tuyen una introduccion a lainterpretacion del relieve mediante la utilizacion de mapas topogréaficos. Tras
introducir las nociones basicas de | os sistemas de representacion de mapas topogréficos, se aborda €l an&
lisis y reconocimiento del patron topografico de paisgjes fluviales, edlicos, glaciares y estructurales.
También se abordan los principios bésicos de la fotointerpretacion. El Bloque 111 (7 précticas) constituyen
una excelente introduccién a la interpretacion de cartografia geoldgica, en la que cabe destacar la amplia
utilizacion de figuras y ejemplos que facilitan la compresion de las distintas précticas. No cabe duda que
la amplia experiencia docente de los autores, en la Universidad Auténoma de Madrid, ha quedado paten-
temente impresa en este libro, notandose que aborda un curso completo de préacticas en geologia de mane-
ra bastante realista, y que constituira una referencia necesaria para docentes y estudiantes. En este sentido
cabe destacar que este libro de practicas presenta un excelente complemento informatico en e “ Librosite”

de la web de Pearson educacion, donde se puede encontrar una amplia gama de recursos y material adi-
cional tanto para los estudiantes como para los profesores.

= @7 LaConfederacion de Sociedades Cientificas
Eﬁ ‘ }‘— de Espana (CoSCE)”

Teresa Bardaji Azcérate (Presidenta AEQUA)
Enrique Serrano Cafiadas (Presidente SEG)

surgié hace poco més de un afio, por ini-  E| pasado dia 20 de Octubre de 2003, tuvo
= Cidliva de representantes de distintas —ygar |a Asamblea Fundacional de la
sociedades cientificas, que vieron |a necesidad Confederacién de Sociedades Cientificas de

de crear unaunién de mayor entidad que defen- ~ . . .
diese y coordinase el papel de estas sociedades Espafia, con la asistencia de Enrique Serrano

en lagestion y divulgacion de laciencia, y que Canad_"f‘s (P[eadente de la SEG) y Teresa
ademés pudiese gjercer como Grgano represen- Bardaj I Azcarate (PreS| denta de AEQUA) en
tativo de todos nosotros dentro de la gestion representacion de las sociedades que presiden,
del Plan Nacional 1+D. Esta idea fue maduran- gue figuran asi como sociedades fundadoras.

do poco a poco, hasta que cristaliz6 el pasado

mes de octubre en la asamblea constitutiva

antes mencionada en la que participaron tanto AEQUA como la SEG, mediante la representacion de sus
respectivos presidentes. En esta Asamblea Fundacional, se discutieron y votaron enmiendas y modifica-
ciones presentadas a borrador de Estatutos previamente distribuidos, asi como la eleccion de una
Comision Gestora que se ocupase del registro de la Confederacion y de los pasos iniciales de a misma,
hasta que se eligiese la Junta de Gobierno. Una de las enmiendas a dichos Estatutos, fue presentada por las
Sociedades Geol dgica de Espafia, de Historia Natural, de Mineralogia, de Paleontologia, de Ensefianza de
las Ciencias de la Tierra, asi como la SEG y AEQUA. Dicha enmienda, discutida y aprobada se referiaa
la denominacion de una de las areas teméticas con representacion en la Junta de Gobierno, proponiéndose
sustituir el nombre del Area temética de Recursos Naturales y Medio Ambiente, por e de Ciencias de la
Tierray del Medio Ambiente.

I a idea de constituir esta confederacién

La composicioén definitiva de dicha Junta de Gobierno, sera de Presidente, vice-Presidente, Tesorero,
Secretario y un vocal representante de cada una de las siguientes areas tematicas: 1) Ciencias Sociales



y Humanidades; 2) Fisica, Quimica, Matematicas y Tecnologias afines; 3) Ciencias delaViday dela
Salud; 4) Ciencias de la Tierra, Agriculturay Medio Ambiente; 5) Cienciasy Tecnologias de los
Materiales, la Informacion y la Comunicacion. La Comisién Gestora provisional ha convocado elec-
ciones para elegir ala Junta de Gobierno definitiva, para el proximo dia 15 de Marzo de 2004. Tras un
carteo entre los presidentes de las sociedades cientificas englobadas dentro del &rea temética 4, hemos
decidido que se presente como representante de dicho area en la junta de Gobierno de la CoSCE, José
L 6pez-Ruiz, representante de la Sociedad Espafiola de Mineralogia. Os mantendremos informados de
lo que vaya ocurriendo.
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IAG Working Groups

Editor’s note: The IAG has seven active working groups:. (1) Interaction between fluvial, aeolian, and lacus -
trine processesin arid regions, (2) Hydrology and geomor phology of bedrock rivers, (3) Geoarcheology, (4)

Geomorphological sites: research, assessment and improvement, (5) Largerivers, (6) Terroirs viticoles, and

(7) Geomorphological consegquences of volcanic events, including hazards. Information about and reports

from the working groups are posted on the |AG website: http://mwww.geomorph.org.

Since the Fifth International Conference on Geomorphology (Tokyo, August 23-28, 2001), the Working
Groups (WGs) of the IAG have been active. The special sessions, meetings, international conferences
or symposiums organized by the different WGs amount to over ten events, mainly held in Europe and
Mexico.

The WG “Interaction Between Fluvial, Aeolian and Lacustrine Processes in Arid Regions,” chaired by
Prof. Xiaoping Yang, organized two symposia: a poster session, “Late Quaternary Landscape Evolution
and Palaeoclimates in Arid and Semiarid Regions of Central and East Asia’ (INQUA Congress in July
2003, Reno, USA) and a special session on “ Desertification, Land Degradation, and Landformsin Arid and
Semiarid Regions’ for the IAG Regional Conference in Mexico (October 271" to November 29, 2003).
This WG is also preparing a workshop with afield excursion in China

The Geoarchaeology WG has Prof. Eric Fouache as Chairman, and the professors Morgan de Dapper and
Zhongyuan Chen serve as vice-presidents. This group has the objective of encouraging regional syntheses
in geoarchaeological studies, and has organized four conferences, two of which have already taken place:
the international conference “Environmental Dynamics and History in Mediterranean Areas’ in Paris
(April 2426, 2002) and a workshop at the Harokopio University in Athens (October 2003). This WG is
now preparing a field training session in Shanghai for 2004 and a workshop in Zaragoza for the Sixth
International Conference on Geomorphology in 2005.

The group “Geomorphological Sites: Research Assessment and Improvement,” focuses on the areas
of conservation, education, and tourist interests related to these sites. The group’s leader, Dr.
Emmanuel Reynard, called a first meeting from June 19-22, 2002, which was organized by Prof.
Sandra Piacente and Dr. Paola Coratza, together with the Italian Research Project COFIN 2001-
2003, “Geosites in the Italian Landscape”. Other activities include the symposium held during the V1
National Geomorphology meeting, September 19-22, 2002 in Valladolid (Spain): “Natural Heritage
and Geomorphology”. Mario Panizza opened the meeting with his presentation, “ Geomorphology



Applied to Cultural Heritage”. Similarly, a postgraduate seminar on “ Geomorphological Landscape
Assessment, Protection and Valuation” was held on February 10-14 in Lausanne. This seminar was
attended by 30 students and researchers from universities in Western Switzerland. In this same year,
from October 1-5, an international workshop on the topic “Geomorphological Sites, Assessment and
Mapping” took place in Cagliary (Italy). In Mexico, during the 2003 Regional Conference, a special
session was held on “Geomorphological Sites: Vulnerability and Assessment”. Several other activi-
ties have been programmed for 2004 and 2005, particularly those to be held during the 327d
International Geological Congress, Florence, 2004, and 6" International Conference of
Geomorphology, Zaragoza, 2005.

The WG on Large Rivers, headed by Prof. Avijit Gupta conducted a special session devoted to the role of
large-scale events, and water and sediment transfer and storage along valley slopes and river channels
during the Mexican Regional Conference (2003). Prof. Paul Carling from the University of Southampton,
chair of the WG on “Hydrology and Geomorphology of Bedrock Rivers’, set up an interactive web-based
discussion forum on bedrock channel processes at http://www.geog.soton.ac.uk/research/bedrock.
“Geomorphology and Wine-Producing Regions’ is the WG chaired by Prof. Alain Marre of France. This
group held its third meeting on “Mountain Regions’ in April 2002 in San Giorgio Canavese near Turin
(Italy) and is preparing a book of proceedings from the meetings of Camerino (Italy) in October 2000,
Reims (France), in June 2001, and the San Giorgio Canvanese meeting. The WG *“ Geomorphologic
Consequences of Volcanic Eruptions, Including Hazards’, led by Jean-Claude Thouret of France and J.J.
Nossin from the Netherlands, organized a specia session at the Mexican Regional Conference (2003) on
“Volcanic Landforms and Hazards”, directed by C. Ollier and J-C Thouret. The WG also has awebsite set
up and updated by J.J. Nossin at the International Institute for Geo-Information and Earth Sciences (ITC,
Enschede, The Netherlands) http://www.itc.nl/age/volcanic.

Alfredo Perez-Gonzal ez, Professor, University Complutense of Madrid,
and President, Spanish Society of Geomor phol ogy.

IAG participation in 16th INQUA(International Union for Quater nary Research) Congress

At the 16th INQUA Congress, held in Reno, Nevada, from July 23-30, 2003, the IAG was represented
by a poster session entitled Contemporary Geomorphic Processes in Quaternary Science. Piotr Migon
(Poland) and Olav Slaymaker (Canada) presided over the event. Twenty-two high quality posters were
displayed, of which 8 were from USA, 4 from Italy, 2 from Germany, 2 from Canada and 1 each from
Argentina, China, New Zealand, Norway, Poland and UK. They can be broadly divided into two
groups.

The first group emphasized the complex interplay of contemporary processes which makes reconstruction
of past Quaternary environments so challenging. They included actual/proposed measurements/measure-
ment programs of rates of change in addition to a variety of morphological evidence. Soldati et al. outli-
ned an ambitious national Italian project on paleoclimatic reconstruction, based on the assumption that
dope instability processes are geomorphological indicators of climate change. Leonard et al. discussed
paleoclimatic implications of rock glacier devel opment in Colorado on the basis of three time scales of sur-
vey and measurement. Molnia described recent rapid retreat of the Bering Glacier, Alaska and showed the
importance of glacier disarticulation in complicating the relation between glacier retreat and climate.
Barnard et al. discussed paraglacial processesin the Indian and Nepal ese Himalayas, and proposed a catas-
trophic series of paraglacial events, clearly climate-related, aternating with low energy periods of fluvia
reworking. Webb et al . showed late Quaternary debris flow/river interaction in Utah, proposing that gla-
cial and interglacial climates favour bedrock downcutting and interglacials with monsoon climate favour
debris flow aggradation, whereas Comerci et al. analysed ground subsidence in Italy, supplementing their
post-glacial stratigraphic record with detailed measurements of ground subsidence in the Como urban area
since 1955. Finally, Laemermann-Barthel et al. discussed a proposed program to establish a sediment bud-
get for the Swiss Alps and the upper Rhine.



A second group of posters emphasized the examination of morphology and used maps, remotely sensed
imagery, GIS and stratigraphic evidence more extensively than the first group. Process and process rates
in these studies were more inferential than in the studiesin the first group. Bartolini addressed the interac-
tion between rock uplift, local relief and exhumation in the Northern Apennines in the last few million
years. Thomas et al . discussed |andscape response to environmenta change in Queensland, emphasising
the variable time lags which are still unresolved. Mills considered topographic control of aluvia fansin
North Carolina from early Pleistocene to Holocene. Migon raised critical questions about the efficacy of
Quaternary cryoplanation, and suggested that significant remodelling of periglacial upland surfacesin the
Quaternary has been seriously exaggerated. However, Aarseth and Fossen described new cryoplanation
surfaces from Norway which, they report, are of Quaternary origin. Mausbacher et al. examined subrosion
depressions in Germany and discovered significant impact of Bronze Age and Iron Age anthropogenic
influence on the sedimentology and palynology; Paulen et al. considered deformation structuresin glacio-
lacustrine sediments in the Peace River valley, Alberta and Kovanen and Slaymaker demonstrated GIS
aided delineation of glacial imprints over the surface of the Okanogan Lobe in Washington State. Dramis
and Guglielmin discussed rock glacier development in Italy, noting the importance of discontinuous pro-
cesses. Kite et al. documented an unusual agific talusin West Virginia and showed the importance of this
environment as a paleo-refugium over the past 10,000 years. Large-magnitude geomorphic events were
addressed by Hermanns et al. (massive rock slope failures in the southern Andes), Roberts (the variety of
lahars on Mt. Shasta) and Manville (late Quaternary megafloodsin New Zealand). Fluvial issues were dis-
cussed by Rowland et al. who showed the importance of tie channels on flood plainsin Alaska, Louisiana,
and Papua New Guinea, and noted that both the planform and cross-sectional morphology of the channels
in al three systems show remarkable similarities over scales which vary by an order of magnitude; and
Yang et al. plotted the changing activity of the Changjiang River in China over the Quaternary period.

Olav Saymaker, Professor, Dept. of Geography, The University of British Columbia
Piotr Migon, Professor, Dept. of Geography and Regional Development, Univ. of Wroclaw

I AG Regional Geomorphological Conference, “ Geomorphic Hazards: Towards the Prevention
of Disasters’

This regiona meeting was held in Mexico City, October 27 to November 2, 2003. Details of the meeting, inclu-
ding minutes from the IAG Executive Committee meeting on October 26, will be reported in the next IAG
Newsletter. The Organising Committee, headed by Dr. IrasemaAlcantara-Ayala, did an outstanding job. —Editor

Young Geomor phologists

The IAG and the Mexican Society of Geomorphology (MSG) awarded competitive grants to young parti-
cipants at the IAG Regional Geomorphology Conference, held 27 October to 2 November 2003 in Mexico
City. Nineteen applications were received from young and very talented geomorphologists from Latin
America and other countries. After careful evaluation, IAG awarded three full grants to young geomorp-
hologists from Latin America, and MSG awarded one full grant and four partial grants to young geo-
morphologists from different parts of the world.

IAG GRANTS were awarded to the following young geomorphologists: Samia Equino (State University
of Maringa, Brazil), Kenia Costa (Federal University of Goiéas, Brazil) and André de Souza Avelar (Federal
University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil). MSG GRANTS were awarded to Stella Moreiras (CONICET,
Argentina), Lisa Borgatti (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy), Dorina lllies (University of
Oradea, Romania), Laura Perucca (CONICET, Argentina) and Silvio Carlos Rodrigues (Federal University
of Uberlandia, Brazil). In addition, MSG waived the registration fee for the following young geomorpho-
logists: Tobias Heckmann (University of Gottingen, Germany), Sergio Saldafia (University of Vienna,
Austria) and Michael Singer (University of California, Santa Barbara).

Irasema Alcantara-Ayala, President, MSG



IAG Grants for the IAG Symposium on (Cal cutta) and International Workshop on Landslides (Darjeeling
and Skkim Himalayas), India, 27 February-6 March 2004

The selection procedure of the Asian candidates who submitted a request for an IAG grant has been com-
pleted, upon examination of the candidates CVs. IAG Grants have been awarded to Muh Aris Marfai
(Indonesia) and Saifuzzaman (Bangladesh). In addition, the Indian Institute of Geomorphologists (1Gl), co-
sponsor of the Symposium, will offer additional grants for young geomorphologists from developing coun-
tries.

IAG Grants for the Post-graduate Research Training Workshop, Cumberland Lodge, Windsor Great Park
(UK), 8-11 December 2003

The selection procedure of the candidates who applied for IAG grants has been completed, following exa-
mination of the candidates CV's and PhD research project abstracts. IAG grants have been awarded to
Gyorgy Sipos (Hungary) and Attila Nagy (Hungary).

Mauro Soldati, |AG EC Member

The Carpatho-Balkan Geomor phological Commission

The Carpatho-Balkan Geomorphological Commission (CBGC) celebrated its 40th anniversary in
Bratislava with an academic session from 9 to 12 September 2003. About 80 geomorphol ogists who study
the Carpatho-Balkan mountain system and the adjacent depressions gathered from seven counties and
presented 33 oral papers and 49 posters. Founding members (distinguished scientists like Leszek Starkel
from Poland and Jaromir Demek from Czech Republic) were awarded with diplomas. The local organi-
zer was Milos Stankoviansky, who was elected as new president of CBGC. A Statute was passed by the
General Assembly, and plans for future activities were discussed. The CBGC as aregiona geomorpho-
logical organization wishes to build closer contacts with IAG. The very successful scientific sessions
were followed by atwo-day field trip led by Jan Lacikato the lowlands and mountains of western and
central Slovakia.

Award to |van Gams

On 1 July 2003 M. Panizza represented the |AG at the Scientific Symposium “Physical geography facing
new challenges’, on the occasion of the 80" year of Acad. Prof. Dr. lvan Gams in Ljubljana (Slovenia).
The IAG acknowledged the merits in Geomorphology of Prof. Gams with a silver plate.

Obituary of Professor Richard J. Chorley

Richard J. Chorley (1927-2002) was a leader in the intellectual development of the study of landformsin
the second half of the twentieth century. This claim is substantiated with reference to: (a) his direct cha
[lenge to the paradigm of denudation chronology; (b) his eloquent championing of general systems theory
in geomorphology; (c) hisinsistence on the use of rigorous statistical techniquesin geomorphology; (d) his
magisterial ‘History of the Study of Landforms’, the fourth volume of which is being completed posthu-
mously; (€) his founding of several scholarly journals; (f) his brilliant teaching style; and (g) his holding
of an ad hominem Chair in Geography at Cambridge University (1974-2002). The intellectual influences
that shaped his thinking included Oxford University's Geography Department (1948-51); Columbia
University’s Geology and Geography departments (1951-54); Brown University’s Geology Department
(1954-57); Cambridge University’s Geography Department (1958-2002) and Sidney Sussex College, of
which he was Vice-Master during the 1990’s. Foremost among the many individuals who influenced the
iconoclastic Professor Chorley were surely Arthur Strahler, Stanley Schumm, Mark Melton and Marie
Morisawa of the Columbia ‘ School of Geomorphology’. Beyond the formal acknowledgments of a stellar
academic career, the most lasting impression given to those of us who were privileged to know him well



was that of ‘a man totally without conceit or artifice or spin’ (Peter Haggett's funeral address, Tuesday,
21st.May, 2002). He will be greatly missed by colleagues and friends and especially by Rosemary, Richard
and Eleanor.

Olav Saymaker, Professor of Geography, The University of British Columbia
and Past-President, International Association of Geomor phologists

Editor’s Note

The success of the IAG Newsletter depends upon the contributions that we receive. Please assist by sen-
ding commentaries, reviews of regional or national meetings and field trips, summaries of issues pertinent
to geomorphology, and announcements of future meetings and workshops. Your contributions should be
forwarded to the IAG Publications Officer:

Carol Harden, Department of Geography, 304 Burchfiel Geography Building, University of Tennessee,
Knoxville, TN, USA 37996-0925. Fax +1 865 974 6025; E-mail: charden@utk.edu.
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