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The Universities of Cologne and Bamberg, Germany, invite coastal researchers on behalf of  IGCP Project 437 “Coastal Environmental Change During Sea-Level Highstands” to the International Conference “BARBADOS 2002 - Quaternary Sea Level Change“ to be held on Barbados, Worthing, Asta Beach Resort from October 26th to November 2nd, 2002.

BARBADOS 2002 is a multi-disciplinary international conference for scientists focusing on the field of Quaternary sea level change.  Topics include the dating of Pleistocene and Holocene marine terraces and coral reefs; the reconstruction of palaeo sea level curves; fundamental studies on sea level, isostasy, and tectonics; and advances in techniques and applications for sea level analysis. Paper and poster presentations will give both an overview and detailed information on latest advances and diverse applications related to the study of sea level change during the Quaternary.    

Integral to the conference is a three-day field trip during which important localities on Barbados will be visited.  This field trip will provide an overview of the interplay of tectonics and coral reef tract formation on Barbados during the Quaternary.  This field trip furthermore provides the opportunity to visit some “classic“ sites of marine Quaternary geology, including Barbados I, II, and III.  A field guide publication will introduce the final results of a long-term research project on the geomorphologic mapping and ESR and TIMS-U dating of fossil coral reefs on Barbados.
______________________________________________________________________

GENERAL INFORMATION

Attendance and Registration Deadlines

People interested in attending the conference and/or the field trip should complete a copy of the form attached to this document.  Forms may be returned by e-mail by February 15, 2002.  You will receive a second announcement with further information including a registration form by e-mail in mid March 2002.  A detailed package of information will be sent to you in June 2002.  Details on conference registration, content, and contact information may be accessed through the conference web site as of February/March 2002.

Conference Location 

The conference will be held at the ASTA BEACH RESORT (http://www.asta-beach.com) in Worthing located at the southwestern coast of Barbados (W.I.).  The Asta Beach Resort is within a 30-minute drive to the Grantly Adams International Airport and a 15-minute drive to Bridgetown, the capital of the island.  

Barbados is located approx. 80 kilometers east of the main chain of the Leeward and Windward Antilles. The Island of Barbados is approx. 31 by 24 kilometres large and covers an area of 430 square kilometers.  Approx. 270,000 people inhabit Barbados and make the island to one of the "big four“ in the Caribbean.  A cap of Quaternary coral limestone covers most of Barbados.  Several steep inland cliffs or fossil coral reef ridges parallel the coastline.  These fossil coral reefs are remnants of old shorelines, which formed during the islands gradual emergence from the sea.  Barbados offers an abundance of white sandy beaches and a pleasantly rolling countryside with sugar cane fields, brightly painted villages, and open pastures.  The climate of Barbados is tropical, with a mild breeze and lots of sunshine all year round (approx. 3,000 hours per year).  Average temperature is 80(F (27(C) and the warm sunshine is moderated by steady northeast trade winds. Rain usually comes in quick showers.  Hurricane season lasts from June through October, however, hurricanes usually pass by Barbados to the north.  The last major hurricane affected Barbados in 1955. 

Barbados has a modern international airport with direct flights to North and South America and Europe. International flights from other continents to Barbados may require a stopover in Miami, FL (USA).

______________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FEES








Full registration (professionals)



approx.
US$ 190

Student registration





approx.
US$ 130

Guests







approx.
US$ 110

(includes conference reception, three lunches, and conference dinner)

Registration deadlines will be announced in the 2nd announcement in to be sent out in March 2002.  Conference fees increase by 10% for late registration.  

The following events are included in the registration fees:

· Registration

· Conference Proceedings

· three lunches

· six coffee/tea breaks

· Pre-conference reception

· conference dinner

______________________________________________________________________

FIELD TRIP FEES

Professionals/Guests





approx.
US$ 220

Students






approx.
US$ 150

Field trip fees include transportation, lunches/refreshments, a field guide publication, and a map.

______________________________________________________________________

PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings of both paper and poster presentations may be eligible for peer-reviewed publications in the Journal "Quaternary International“.  The official language for both the conference and the proceedings is English.

______________________________________________________________________
ACCOMMODATION
Participants who intend to stay at the conference hotel (ASTA BEACH RESORT) are responsible for their own reservations.  A number of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees by the organizers.  These rooms are available for a reasonable conference rate (US$ 110 for a double-bed room).  For reservations, visit the ASTA BEACH RESORT web site at http://asta-beach.com and identify the "Barbados 2002 conference, Prof. Dr. Ulrich Radtke, Cologne, Germany" as a reason for your stay.  For inquiries or reservations, contact the hotel directly and ask for Mrs. Gabriele Cummins.  You may call the hotel (+1-246-427-2541), fax your reservation (+1-240-255 8177) or e-mail your requests (vacation@asta-beach.com). 

In addition, the organizers have reserved several vacation rentals for the time period October 26 to November 2, 2002.  It takes between five to ten minutes to take the bus from there to the conference hotel.  Vacation rentals cost approx. US$ 25 per day per person for a double bedroom.  Each beach-front vacation rental accommodates four people and consists of two bedrooms, a living room, a kitchen, and a bathroom.  Due to the limited number of apartments, conference attendees are recommended to share accommodation.  You may reserve these apartments through the conference organizer, Prof. Ulrich Radtke, University of Cologne, Germany.

___________________________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

A limited number of conference-fee grants may be provided for qualified students and/or attendees from developing countries, who are unable to receive funding from their own institutes.  Requests may be directed to Prof. Dr. Colin Murray-Wallace, Project Leader IGCP Project 437 (e-mail: colin_murray-wallace@uow.edu.au   School of Geosciences,  University of Wollongong, NSW, 2522, Australia).

___________________________________________________________________________

ORGANIZERS / POINT OF CONTACT

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Radtke, 


e-mail: u.radtke@uni-koeln.de

Institute of Geography


Phone: ++49-221-470-2541 or -5674

University of Cologne (Köln), 

Fax: ++49-221-470-5124

D-50923 Köln (Cologne), Germany

Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schellmann

Geographical Institute, 

University of Bamberg

Am Kranen 1

D-96047 Bamberg, Germany

We are looking forward to welcoming you in Barbados!
Ulrich Radtke, Köln


                                         Gerhard Schellmann, Bamberg

First Announcement and Call for Papers (Reply)

Barbados 2002 - International Conference on „Quaternary Sea Level Change“

with Field Trips

and 

Fourth Annual Meeting of IGCP Project 437

Coastal Environmental Change During Sea Level Highstands 

INQUA Commission on Coastlines

IGU Commission on Coastal Systems
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Last Name:



First Name:


Title:




University/ Institution:









Address:












State/Province:


Postal Code:





   

City:




Country:





          

Phone:




Fax:








E-mail:












( yes

( no

I would like to receive the second announcement*.

(*Please include your e-mail address.)

( yes

( no

I would like to attend BARBADOS 2002.

( yes

( no

I would like to give a presentation in form of a 

(  poster (number of poster submissions: _____ )**.    

(  paper  (number of paper submissions: _____ ).**

(**Presenters may present both a poster and a paper.)   

Please complete the registration form and check the appropriate boxes.  Please attach the completed form to an Email
(WORD Document, Text file, RTF file) and mail it to Prof. Dr. Ulrich Radtke (u.radtke@uni-koeln.de) at the University of Cologne, Germany, by February 15th, 2002.  You may also fax your conference registration to us  (++49 221 470 5124).

